[Effect of blood transfusion on erythropoiesis of homozygotic beta-thalassemia patients].
The influence of blood transfusion on erythropoiesis (bone marrow erythroblasts, peripheral blood erythroblasts and reticulocytes) has been studied in 20 non splenectomized homozygous beta thalassaemia patients aged 3 to 16 years and in 10 splenectomized patients aged 8 to 24 years affected with the same disease. The number of reticulocytes was the same in the two groups but the number of erythroblasts in the splenectomized group was higher than in the other group. There was no correlation between the erythroblasts and the reticulocytes of the peripheral blood on one hand and the haemoglobin level proceeding from the same sample on the other hand. In the non splenectomized group of patients, an inverse relationship was found between the percentage of bone marrow erythroblasts and the mean annual haemoglobin level (r = -0.71; p less than 0.01). These results demonstrate the effect of blood transfusion on the erythroid cell line in homozygous beta thalassaemia and the delay between the transfusions and the medullary erythroblastic response.